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Al L 15" Annual General Meeting in Guildf ord
18 — 19 June 2004

Thingo njoseph priestley at kleedss ee file
Stafla t he Guildford I nstitute of the University of Sur ey have prepared an interesting
programne for thiss ummner’'s AGM to be held at hel nstitute inthe heart of Sur ey’s his-
toricc ounty town. It wil include:-

Welcome reception on Friday evening, 18 June and viewingo f thee xhibition, Writers
| nspiredb y Surr ey

and on Sat urday, 19 June:
Talk onthe History of the Guildford I nstitute and on the subject Libraries, Museums and

Myt hs

Visits to the nearby Royal Gram nar School to view the 16'" century Chained Library and
to the impressive Jacobean hospital of the Blessed Trinity foundedb y Archbishop
Geor ge Abbot which stil continues today as an almshouse

Tour of thel nstitutel ibrary fol owedb y buff et lunch at hel nstitiute

Annual General Meeting with an address by Dr. Robert Anders on,

AIL President
AGM papers, ful_program e andb _ooking inf or mation wil be f orwarded to members
in due cours e.

ALSEIA DY  LIBRARY SEARTY on Thuschy AFRL 1ST 214
AT NOTINGAM SLBSIRPIION UBRARY

SFEAKERS to include TOM MOULTON of the British Library
“Networking for Security” and IAIN SLESSOR of Resource on
“Developing a seaurity strategy in Private Libraries” PHILIP ASHER
Birmingham and Midland Institute “Don’t trust anyone”

Applicaionformsfor theday onthe badk page




Thomas Plumes Library in M alden

Thomas Plume was born in Maldonin 1630and went to Chelmsford Grammar Schod
and then to Christ’s Coll ege, Cambridge. Hisfirst employment was with Bishop
Hadkett of Lichfield when among hs other duties he bough bodks for the Bishopin
London Hewas appanted vicar of Greenwich in 1658and Archdea®n d Rochester in
1679

He acoumulated ore of the largest private libraries of the period and he made provision
for itsfuturein hiswill. The parish church of St. Peter had been negleded sincethe Ref-
ormationandin 1667 p@rt of the tower fell i nto the nave. At the end d the century
Plume deaed the site and by 1700 ad bult aschod and onthefirst floor, alibrary.
When hedied in 1704 hswill provided that the library shoud be shipped to Maldonand
it has been there ever since

The library comprises abou 8000titl es, including 1600 pmphlets. It might be assumed
that as Plume was a minister in the established church, hislibrary would be predomi-
nantly theologicd but hisinterests were universal and included natural phil osophy, the
clasgcs, history, and current affairs and he had a particularly strongcolledion d astro-
nomicd texts. Abou 2000 vdumes have been added since 1704

Thelibrary ismaintained by atrust which pays for the running costsandis suppated by
aFriends group. It wasfounded asalendinglibrary andlost abou 700 vdumes as are-
sult of this pdlicy, whichisnolonger operated. The Friends have made avail able signifi-
cant sums for the purchase of replacament volumes s that between them the Trustees
and the Friends have replaced abou 150titles. A printed caalogue of the Plume oll ec-
tionwas pulished in 1959andis gill available (price£10 gus £2 patage and pading)
andthisis suppdemented by card and computer caialogues of the rredions and addi-
tions.

Thelibrary isan important survival, being howsed in a purpaose-built buillding and being
one of the ealiest pubic libraries. The stock is generally in agoodstate but the library
has an adive binding/conservation programme.

AsitisaGradel listed bulding, aletter box canna be inserted in the doar, so al mail
shoud be aldressed to the Plume Library, Town Courcil, Market Hill, Maldon, CM9
4RL.

AlL Newdletter edited by Julia Wilson

at nd @bromho.freeserve.co.uk 01159473134



D ISHOPSGATE
I. LIBRARY

{© TheBishopsgate Foundation and I nstitute

The Bishopsgate Foundation Scheme was established in 1891 unér
the dhairmanship of the Redor of St Botolph's Bishopsgate, the Rever-
end Willi am Rogers. Making wse of charitable endovments dating
= bad over 500yeas, the scheme provided for the building o aFreelL.i-
= = brary, halls and meding roomsto benefit the locd community. The
o A .. ¥ position d archited for this endeavour was dedded by a design com-
: g’ g f mslal 4 petition and Charles Harrison Townsend, whose previous work had
b T g %}  chiefly consisted of church restoration, was chosen as winner.
3 1 FS TN i\
~ 0 e The Bishopsgate I nstitute, like Townsend s other major London
buildings, the Whitechapel Art Gallery (189599) and the Horniman
Museum (18981901 makes original use of buff terramtta and feaures driking Art Nouveau
motifs.

The Institute includes a derestoried Grea Hall, arecently refurbished bcardroom over the en-
trance and alarge Reference Library with gazed dane. In 1994an 18&h century house on
neighbouing Brushfield Stred was incorporated to acoommodate an expanding educaion pro-
gramme.

The London Colledion. A richresourcefor locd and family history research, with bools, di-
redories, maps, stred guides, prints and watercolours covering the history of the Inner London
area The mlledionis particularly valuable for its coverage of East Londonlife from the nine-
teenth century to the present day. The Library also hdds awide range of books and magaznes
to suppat the independent historian and genedogist.

Freethought and Radical Movements of the 19th and 20th Centuries. Thefirst of these
spedal colledions, aqquired in 1906,was the personal library and papers of the former locd
Member of Parliament and lifelongtrade unionist George Howell (18331910. Other collec-
tions relate to George Jacob Holyoake (18171906, Charles Bradlaugh (183391), the
London Co-operative Society and the Freedom Press The most recently receved colledion
is the working papers of Raphael Samuel (19341996, influential cultural historian, locd
resident, and user of Bishopsgate Library over many yeas.



A.l.L. SECURITY DAY

¥ y ¥
Nott ingham Subscription Library
Bromley House

Thursday 1st April 2004

10.30 am Arrival of delegates, Coffeein Thoroton room

11-12 am ‘Library Theft Case Studies’
Tom Moulton, Head of Security,
The British Library

12-1pm ‘Developing a Security Strategy in Private Libraries’
lain Slessor, Security Advisor, Resource

1pm Lunch will bedownstairsin the Front Reading Room
Wine and soft drinks will be available

1.40 pm Tour of Bromley House meet by library counter

2-2.15pm ‘Don’t Trust Anybody!
Dr Trevor James Vice President
Birmingham & Midland Institute

Open Forum

3.15pm Close



