
AIL SPECIAL DAY     LIBRARY SECURITY on Thursday APRIL 1ST 2004  
       AT NOTTINGHAM SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARY 
 

SPEAKERS  to include TOM MOULTON of the Briti sh Library 
“Networking for Security” and IAIN SLESSOR of Resource on 
“Developing a security strategy in Private Libraries”  PHILIP FISHER 
Birmingham and Midland Institute “Don’t trust anyone” 

Application forms for the day  on the back page  
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AI L 15 t h Annual Gener al Meet ing in Guildf or d 
18 – 19 J une 2004  

Thing o n j oseph pr iest ley at kleeds s ee f ile 
St aff a t t he Guildf or d I nst it ut e of t he Univers it y of Surr ey have pr epar ed an int er est ing 
pr ogr am me f or t his s um mer ’s AGM  t o be held at t he I nst it ut e in t he hear t of Surr ey’s his-
t or ic c ount y t own.  I t will include:- 
 
¨ Welcome r ecept ion on Fr iday evening, 18 J une and viewing o f t he e xhibit ion, Wr it ers 

I nspir ed b y Surr ey  
¨  
and on Sat ur day, 19 J une: 
Talk on t he Hist or y of t he Guildf or d I nst it ut e and on t he subj ect Libr ar ies, Museums and 
Myt hs 
 
¨ Visit s t o t he near by Royal Gr am mar School t o view t he 16t h cent ur y Chained Libr ar y and 

t o t he impr essive J acobean hospit al of t he Blessed Tr init y f ounded b y Ar chbishop 
Geor ge Abbot which st ill cont inues t oday as an almshouse 
 

¨ Tour of t he I nst it ut e L ibr ar y  f oll owed b y buff et lunch at t he I nst it iut e 
 

¨ Annual Gener al Meet ing wit h an addr ess by Dr . Rober t Anders on,  
AIL Pr esident  

AGM  papers , f ull pr ogr am me and b ooking inf or mat ion will be f or war ded t o members  
 in due cours e. 



 

 
Thomas Plume’s  Library in M alden  

 
Thomas Plume was born in Maldon in 1630 and went to Chelmsford Grammar School 
and then to Christ’s College, Cambridge.  His first employment was with Bishop  
Hackett of Lichfield when among his other duties he bought books for the Bishop in 
London.  He was appointed vicar of Greenwich in 1658 and Archdeacon of Rochester in 
1679. 
 
He accumulated one of the largest private libraries of the period and he made provision 
for its future in his will .  The parish church of St. Peter had been neglected since the Ref-
ormation and in 1667 part of the tower fell i nto the nave.  At the end of the century 
Plume cleared the site and by 1700 had built a school and on the first floor, a library.  
When he died in 1704 his will provided that the library should be shipped to Maldon and 
it has been there ever since. 
 
The library comprises about 8000 titles, including 1600 pamphlets.  It might be assumed 
that as Plume was a minister in the established church, his library would be predomi-
nantly theological but his interests were universal and included natural philosophy, the 
classics, history, and current affairs and he had a particularly strong collection of astro-
nomical texts. About 2000 volumes have been added since 1704. 
 
The library is maintained by a trust which pays for the running costs and is supported by 
a Friends group.  It was founded as a lending library and lost about 700 volumes as a re-
sult of this policy, which is no longer operated.  The Friends have made available signifi-
cant sums for the purchase of replacement volumes so that between them the Trustees 
and the Friends have replaced about 150 titles.  A printed catalogue of the Plume collec-
tion was published in 1959 and is still available (price £10 plus £2 postage and packing) 
and this is supplemented by card and computer catalogues of the corrections and addi-
tions. 
 
The library is an important survival, being housed in a purpose-built building and being 
one of the earliest public libraries.  The stock is generally in a good state but the library 
has an active binding/conservation programme. 
 
 As it is a Grade I li sted building, a letter box cannot be inserted in the door, so all mail 
should be addressed to the Plume Library, Town Council , Market Hill , Maldon, CM9 
4RL. 

AIL Newsletter  edited  by Julia Wilson  
at nsl@bromho.freeserve.co.uk 01159-473134 



   

 
 
 
 

The Bishopsgate Foundation and Institute 

 
The Bishopsgate Foundation Scheme was established in 1891 under 
the chairmanship of the Rector of St Botolph’s Bishopsgate, the Rever-
end Willi am Rogers.  Making use of charitable endowments dating 
back over 500 years, the scheme provided for the building of a Free Li-
brary, halls and meeting rooms to benefit the local community.  The 
position of architect for this endeavour was decided by a design com-
petition and Charles Harrison Townsend, whose previous work had 
chiefly consisted of church restoration, was chosen as winner. 
 
The Bishopsgate Institute, like Townsend’s other major London 
buildings, the Whitechapel Ar t Gallery (1895-99) and the Horniman 

Museum (1898-1901) makes original use of buff terracotta and features striking Art Nouveau 
motifs. 
 
The Institute includes a clerestoried Great Hall , a recently refurbished boardroom over the en-
trance and a large Reference Library with glazed dome.  In 1994 an 18th century house on 
neighbouring Brushfield Street was incorporated to accommodate an expanding education pro-
gramme.         
 

The London Collection.  A rich resource for local and family history research, with books, di-
rectories, maps, street guides, prints and watercolours covering the history of the Inner London 
area.  The collection is particularly valuable for its coverage of East London li fe from the nine-
teenth century to the present day.  The Library also holds a wide range of books and magazines 
to support the independent historian and genealogist. 
 
Freethought and Radical Movements of the 19th and 20th Centur ies.  The first of these 
special collections, acquired in 1906, was the personal li brary and papers of the former local 
Member of Parliament and li felong trade unionist George Howell  (1833-1910).  Other collec-
tions relate to George Jacob Holyoake (1817-1906), Char les Bradlaugh (1833-91), the 
London Co-operative Society and the Freedom Press.  The most recently received collection 
is the working papers of Raphael Samuel (1934-1996), influential cultural historian, local 
resident, and user of Bishopsgate Library over many years. 



A.I .L . SECU RI TY DAY  
 

at  

Nott ingham Subscript ion L ibrary 
Bromley House 

 
Thu r sday 1st Apr i l 2004 

 
 
10.30 am          Arr ival of delegates,  Coffee in Thoroton room 
 

11-12 am          ‘L ibrary Theft Case Studies’ 
                         Tom Moulton, Head of Secur i ty,  
                         The Br i t ish L ibrary 
 
 

12-1pm            ‘Developing a Secur i ty St rategy  in Pr ivate L ibrar ies’ 
                         I ain Slessor , Secur i ty Advisor , Resource 
                                   
1pm L un ch w i ll be dow nst ai r s i n t he Fr on t Readi ng Room 
Wi ne and sof t dr i nk s w i ll be ava i l able  
 
1.40 pm            Tour of Bromley House meet by li brary counter  
 
 

2-2.15pm         ‘Don’t Trust Anybody!’ 
                         Dr Trevor James Vice President  
                         Birmingham & Midland Inst i tute 
 

                         Open Forum  
 
 

3.15pm             Close 


